New devices for a better endovascular approach.
The endovascular approach has known a great evolution in terms of vessel patency and treatment possibilities. Longer and more complex lesions with a difficult anatomy can be addressed by a range of endovascular tools. However, to maintain the patency of the treated lesion is the true challenge. In order to fulfill these long-term expectations, newer devices have been developed. The drug-coated balloon combines local drug uptake with no residual material after treatment. To maintain patency and prevent recoil of the arterial wall, the drug-eluting stent has been created to offer stent support with an antiproliferative drug. The main drawbacks of the drug-coated balloon and the drug-eluting stent are being addressed by the drug-eluting absorbable scaffold. The initial scaffolding support in combination with the drug release during a prolonged period, poses the same advantages while the scaffold is being metabolized over time. This continuing evolution in endovascular tools paves the way to an endovascular treatment for the majority of peripheral artery diseases.